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ACCOUNT OF THE SEIZURE 


OF 


CITIZEN THOMAS HARDY, 


SECRETARY TO THE 
LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 


Tr houſe of Citizen Hardy, was aſſailed about half an 
hour after ſix on Monday morning, the 19th May, 1794, by 2 
meſſenger from one of the ſecretaries of ſtate, accompanied by 
four or five runners, who, after ſecuring his perſon, proceeded 
to his bed-room. Mrs. Hardy having learned the occaſion of 
the intruſion, requeſted them. to withdraw while ſhe put on 
fome clothes: This they refuſed,and ſhe anxious for an oppor- 
tunity of ſending tor ſome ſriends, was obliged to dreſs herfelf in 
their preſence,one of them walking about all the while with a piſ- 
tol in hand. She was no ſooner up than they propoſed to ſearch 
the bed, but on her expoſtulating ſharply with them on the ex- 
treme inde of ſuch conduct they forbore. Mrs. Hardy 
however found the purpoſe for which ſbe had riſen fruſtrated, 
not only herſelt but even the lodgers being cloſely confined 
during the ſearch. On their finding a conſiderable quantity of 
letters, one of them, obſerved © there was enough to ſend him 
abroad, if not to hang him: This appeared to another too 
humane a way of f g, therefore addreſſing himſelt to Mrs. 
Hardy, he ſaid © I hope you will have the — * of ſeeing him 
* hanged beforg your door.” Such diſcourſe to an affeftion. 
_ was, _ bly advanced in her pregnancy, evinced a 

rge ſhare © humanity which c izes the preſent ad- 

On the departure of two of them with Mr. HARD, the 
two remaining took care by cloſe confinement, to prevent any 
poſſibility of diſcovering which way he was carried, and during 
the whole of the following night, Mrs. Hardy remained in 
total ignorance where he was. Belide the letters abovementi- 
oned, they took with them a muſquet and bayonet, and a quan- 
eity of medals, firuQ on the acquital of D. I. Eaton. 3 
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Farrow CITIZENS, 
We have given you as above a detail of events, the moſt in- 
decent, crael and illegal, with which Britain has been diſgraced, 


fince the attack on Mr. W1LK 8s, which terminated in a deci- 
hon of the Court of King's Bench, that general warrants were 


I 


illegal. | | 
Conſcious that there did not exiſt any circumſtances which 
could juſtify any ſuch proceedings, and utterly diſbelieving that 
governmeut ſulpeRied the exiſtence of any ſuch ; we were led to 
conclude that theſe outrages were only meant to agitate the 
public mind, and, give to miniſters an opportunity of wreſt- 


ing from the people ſome of their yet remaining rights. The . 


encroachments which we chiefly expected, were a ſuſpenſion of 
the Habeas Corpus Act, a Convention Bill and the introduction 
of ſyſtem of judicial proceedings ſimilar to thoſe uſurped by the 
Court of Juſticiary in Scotland, and it was our intention to 
warn our countrymen againſt ſucf attempts, truſting their united 
efforts would have been able by conſtitutional means to reſcue 
their country from the impending danger. 

The precipitancy of adminiſtration has however, prevented 
at leaſt in part thoſe ſalutary effects, and we now ſee the per- 
ſonal freedom ot every individual Briton, ſubjected to the malice 

of the king's miniſters : but neither the terrors of this ſituation 
or any other ſhall prevent our oxyobng to the juſt reſentment 


of our countrymen, the falſhoods circulated by the miniſterial _ 
newſpapers, pu orting to be the Report the Secret Com- 
mittee 51 the Houle of Commons, and Mr. Pitt's ſpeech on 


„ e attention of every 
friend ot truth and juſtice, nay, it may not be wholly uſe» 
leſs, if ſome of the members ot the ſecret committee will duly 
weigh the following circumſtances.—It has long been noto- 
rious to the London Correſponding Society, that letters addreſſ- 
ed to Citizen Hardy, and every other active member, were gene- 
rally opened at the poſt- office, and that ſeveral have never been 
delivered. Theſe letters it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe have reſted 
ſomewhere, and nowhere more reaſonably ilian in the offices 


of the ſecretaries of ſtate. Now if we admit as a ſuppoſition, - 


that Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas, are both men truly hanourable, 
that they have never deceived the people of this country by 
falſe profeſſions of patriotiſm: That ſince in office, they have 
never diſgraced the nation by any breach ot public faith: That 
there is nothing like ſwindling in any financial tranſaftion from 
the rum contract to the Emperor's loan. That they have no con- 


cern in the fabrication of forged Aſlignats: That they have 


not been inſtrumental in promoting any of theſe maſſacres 
with which France is diſgraced; I hat they ity as ſincerely as 
they profels the tyranmes exerciſed againſt Poland: And, that 


2 
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the Heſſian, Hanoverian and Pruſſian ſubſidies, are all gone 
Gſtent with truth, juſtice, and humanity, and directly conducive 
to the welfare of Britain. Still it we believe, and few we think 
who do nat, that the councils of thoſe honourable men arp 


formed on the information of, profeffed ſpies and informers,. 
that circumſtance alone, will be a ſufficent reaſon for re- 


quiring the utmoſt exaftneſsin the forms of their proceedings. 


But what is the fact? Were the papers ſeized in Citizen 
HaRDY's houſe ſealed up immediately, in his preſence ? No. 
He was taken from his houſe full two hours before the papers; 
nor was it till after they had been rummaged over for many 
hours at the ſecretary of ſtates office, that they underwent the 
then tarcical ceremony of being put under ſeals. —— St 


? 


Great muſt be their confidence in the integrity, not only of 


miniſters, but of all their retainers, who under ſuch circum- 


Aaaces, can aſſure themſelves that the papers ſubmitted to the 


ſecret committee, were ſolely thoſe which were taken from Ci. 
tizen Hardy's houſe; and that they were really unmixed with 
letters which he had never ſeen, and poſſibly written by perſons 


ho never intended he ſhould ſee them. 15 
Nothing bas contributed more to raiſe the reputation of the 


Engliſh conſtitution, than thoſe precautions, which tend to ſe- 


cure innocence from condemnation ;—indeed we ſcruple not 


to afſert they are by much its-greateſt merit, and that they form - 
a glorious contraſt with the guilt-making'praftices of Scotland - 


andiof France. No man who is acquainted with, and truly reſpełts 
that conſtitution, will deny the force of the foregoing remarks ; 


But it is unneceſſary to appeal to legal knowledge—we are (on- 


tent to ſubmit them to that hberality of ſentiment, which gene- 
rally cbaracterizes the intelligent inhabitants of this iſland,” and 
Which is of more value as being more conducive to ſocial hap- 
-pineſs than any conſtitution ever was, or ever will be. 
-* Returning to the publications already mentioned, and aſſert- 
ing in dirett contradiction to them, That there never did any 
correſpondence paſs between our ſociety and the Jacobins of France; 
ve wiſh not to be underſtood as throwing any refleftion on any 
other ſociety, who may have held ſuch correfpondence ;—be- 
ore the war began it was. neither criminal nor Mega). ay 


That we have correſponded with the French convention, is. 
Merally true, but by omitting to explain the period of time, and 


the publicity of the correſpondence is perverted to the effect of 
a falſehood: —The time citizens was immediately aſter the ap- 


| ng of that harbinger of woe, THE BLOODY AND 
II 


*FYRANNOUS MANIFESTO OF THE DUKE OF 
BRUNSWICK, that direft caufe of the meflacres which then 
commenced in Paris. Our addreſs to the French Convention 
was à comment on that waniteſto, and ſpoke not only our own 
1 ſentiments, 


4 | 
ſentiments, but thoſe which the whole nation held at that time; 
Ah! Countrymen, had you then enjoyed that equal repreſenta. 
tion for which we labour, your deteſtation of that manifeſts 

would not have been confined to private converſations or ad- 
dreſſes of ſmall ſocieties; it would have ſhewn itſelf in a national 
cenfure; nor would you now have ſeen your trade, and wealth 
diminiſhed, and your youth drained to the very dregs in ſup- 
port of the mouldering cauſe of deſpotiſm. | : 
That we have avoided all W e to any branch of the 
legiſlature, is another page ; but we find it almoſt impoſſible * 
| 6 beſte that any ſuch aſſertion could be in the report of the 
ſecret committee, ſince ĩt would not only prove extreme inat- 
tention to, or defalcation of their documents, but alſo an unac- 
conntable want of memory. It muſt have been known to them 
that the petition for a reform of parliament, preſented laſt ſel- 
ſions by Mr. Francis, was an act of this ſociety :—There was 
alſo taken from Citizen Hardy's houſe, a petition ſolely relat- 
ing to the preſeat war, intended to have been preſented to 5:4 
king, but which had been delayed by the attachment whi 
many of the members had to another petition, which included 
a wiſh fora reform; and from the belief that the trouble of re- 
conciling theſe two opimons would outweigh the ſucceſs which 
was to be hoped from either. | 8 
75 we intended to. call a convention is a truth, which 


needed neither —.— warrants, armed meſſengers or ſetret 


committees to diſcbver, Tince it was accompanied by a reſolu- 
tion, to make that intention known, by 200,000 printed copies 
ol that day's proceedings. But the purport aſcribed to that | 
convention, viz, the aſſuming legiſlative power is a groundleſs | 
| falſehood :—The ſole intent was to deviſe means of attaining 
a complete repreſentative body on the principles of univerſal 
ſuffrage, equal perſona] repreſentation, and annual election, 
and whenever, or however, ſuch a body can be obtained, ut | | 
| - will not be in the power of all the A and penſioners in 


St, Stepheu's Chapel to diſpute its legiſlative authority. 
We are aware that in theſe times of conſtitutional bigotr 
the laſt ſentence may Tound anplealantly to many, who, Fr 
nat. deſerve to be confidered as enemies to liberty: — We 
therefore wiſh it to be clearly underſtood, that we ſpeak of a 
_ repreſentative body of. the whole nation, and not of any parti- 
_ cular part, or deſcription of men;—and as the divine right of 
Kings is not at this time directly aſſerted, (at leaſt in this coun- 
try 0 by any, but the moſt extremely ignorant, we think it ought 
to follow as a natural conſequence, that the. people are the only 
] gitimate ſource of authority; and it appears to us, that the 
pain altempt to draw a medium between theſe opinions has 


produced endleſs abſurdities and contradiftions to the diſgrace 
; 15 . of 
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»f our records and law. books. Among theſe, the moſt con» 
 Tpicuous is called, THE ABDICATION OF JAMES THE 
SECOND, which phraſe (coined for the purpoſe} may be either 
underſtood to mean his expulſion by popular authority, or his 
voluntary reſignation; if the former, it ſanctions the doctrine 
which we have advanced; if the latter, we ſcruple not to call 
It a national lie. To the honor of Scotland, their parliament | 
explicitly declared him baniſhed by authority of the people: 
But Citizens, let us explain the truth :!—The expulſion of 
James the Second, and the eſtabliſhment of William the Third, 
though doubtleſs agreeable to the general wiſhes of the people, 
was not in point of form, an act of the people. It was the att 


of a number of perſons, calling themſelves a convention, but | 
"Treg GOT Popular 1 tion, and conlequents - 
alling under the deſcripton of a laction; and — not mere 


y 1n but in fact for their unwillingneſs co acknowledge 
righiful power of the people was the reaſon of their adopt. 
ing the inexplicable phraſe abovementioned 8 duplicity 
has entangled the politics of Engliſhmen ever ſince) and within 
four years after, nearly all the conſtitutional guards, which they 
pretended to inſtitute for the people, were in one way. or other, 
annulled ;—But it is time to return to preſent grievances. 
* The providing arms is another charge, on which we wiſh 
to ſpeak with caution ; leſt in aſſerting which we do—that it is 
totally falſe—we ſhould be underſtood to admit that if it had 
been true, it would have proved criminality. Alfred juſtly 
ſtiled the Great, encouraged all the nation w have arms, 
learn the uſe of them; he was not jealous of the people, con- 
ſcious that they had no reaſon to be jealous of him. William 
the conqueror diſarmed all but his own adherents, and ſuch 
has been the wiſh of every tyrant before and ſince. In the con- 
firmation of the rights and liberties of the people (Second of 
William and Mary) the poſſeſſion of arms is expreſsly declared 
to be one, We freely acknowledge that ſome of our members 
have applied themſelves to the knowledge of arms; and far 
from deſiring to make a ſecret of this circumſtance, we wiſh 
their example was followed by the whole nation. We then need 
not fear invaſion, either from Frenchmen, Heſſians, or Hano- 
verians : Nor ſhould we be eaſily alarmed by the mock diſco- 
8 * of plots, which never ek ws EE 
Reſpecting the character and deſcription, of this ſociety, ſaid 
to have been given by Mr. Pitt, in the cuckoo tones of French 
principles, daggers, maſſacres, &c. we have only to ſay, that 
we with no beiter to Frenchmen, than we do to all mankind, 
viz ; perfect liberty and ſocial happineſs. That in proportion 
as it falls ſhort of a complete 8 body, we diſlike a 


mutilated convention as much as the rump of a Houſe of Com- 


* 
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mons. That we ſee but very little preference which an ele&. 
ed jury in Paris can claim over a packed jury in Middleſex or 
Warwickfhire, —That we think a court of juſticiary, and a 


revolutionary” tribunal, nearly parralels. and a Tawlels. privy 
council A bad as either, | — — 
—That we deteIF alike, The authors of maſſacres, whether the 
developing hand of time ſhall prove their names to be Marat, 
Pitt, Danton, Dundas, or Roberſpiere. That our attachment 
is not to 8 but to 1 it otherwiſe, we ſhould 
obably, (like too many of our countrymen) place the ſame 
er wore Mr. Pitt me as we did men K when we had 
ſome reaſon to think him an honeſt man. But it is vain for 
bim or his dependents, to defame the popular ſocieties: every 
ſuch attempt provokes ſome degree of enquiry, which cannot 
fail of proving to every candid mind, how laudable a contraſt. 
they form with the church and king mobs, of Mancheſter and 
Birmingham; vor the gangs of thieves and ruffians, which are 
employed to diſturb our meetings in London, VN 
us we have waded through this complicated maſs of falſe- 
hood; but it may be aſked; — not comment on the report it= 
ſelf, rather than the defcriptions of it? 3 
We an{wer—Becauſe we believe that it is the intention of 
the enemies of the people, to miſlead them by thoſe deſcripti- 
ons :—the fact ſtands thus; the two houſes appointed ſecret 
committees, to examine and report on fatts. Theke committees 
thought proper to report opinions, and the miniſterial newſpa- 
ve converted thoſe opinions into fiftions. It this con- 
duct was diſagreeable to adminiſtration; if they felt any tender- 
neſs for the reputations of their adherents (the ſecret committees 
were entirely compoſed of ſuch) the editors of thoſe papers 
would not eſcape a ſhare of thoſe proſecutions, which of late 
have been ſo plentiful. As a means of leſſening falſehood; it 
is probable we may ſoon reprint the reports themſelves ; from 
them it appears m leaſt to us) that the Britiſh nation has been 
robbed of one of the beſt branches of its conſtitution, on evi - 
— which would not be admitted in a proſecution for petit 
arceny. 1 | 
In this publication, we have been compelled to deſcend to 
expreſſions, which we could with to have avoided, but we truſt 
our countrymen will attribute them to the true cauſe. The 
baſeneſs of the ſubjett We have aſſerted nothing to be falſe, 
which we are not confident, we could prove to be ſo, were our 
impriſoned friends brought to that fair trial, which is the un- 
queſtionable right of every man: and we are perfectly con- 
vinced of the propriety of our opinions, reſpecting, the rights 


of the le to have arms, and to | 
We cannot think That any man who ſuffers contrary doctrines, 
| 0 


FRIEND OF THE PEOPLE. 4 wy 792 
Since the ſeizure of Citizen Hardy, Citizens Adams, Thel. 
wall, Tooke, Joyce, Richſter, Bonney, Lovett, Walne, Spence, 
Aſhley, Sharp, and yarious others have been put in confinement 
y the ſame unconſtitutional means, Citizen Eaton's houſe 
ſearched and plundered, and it is worth remarking; that in many 
of theſe attacks, the meſſengers have not only taken manus 
ſcripts, but alfo conſiderable quantities of printed books; which 
| though ſed to public fale; have never been proſecuted as 


Lbellous, This eonduct being a direct robbery, we hope, here- 
after, to ſee as Tuch :—however, it may be protected 


P e obvious intention of it is to curtail the Li- 
berty of the Prefs, which the awakened vigilance of ſeveral 
reſpectable juries, lately. has ſhewn a determination to protect. 
Well do our enemies know that it is to ignorance they owe the 
duration of their power.; and we therefore need not wonder 
toy take ſuch daring ſteps to ſtop the progreſs of knowledge. 

It may be expected, that we ſhould not conclude without 
exhorting the aſſociated friends of freedom, to an active per- 
ſeverance in the object of their aſſociations but judging from 
the conduct of our own members, we are happy in declaring 
that we think no ſuch exhortation neceſſary. © © 

Our only anxiety ariſes from the apprehenſion, that the juſt 
reſentment of the wrongs, ſuſtained by our impriſoned friends, 
may incite ſome to deviate from that peaceful conduct, which, 
WITHOUT EXCEPTION, has characterized the popular 
ſocieties. To ſuch particularly we wiſh to remark? that we 
think the conduct of minifters in the higheſt degree, favourable 

« to the cauſe of liberty“ ſince it has a direct tendency to remove 

the deluſion, produced by their hypocriſy, in 2 attach- 
ments to a conſtitution, which they would rather DESTROY 
than REFORM. | 55 


they 


* of their republiſh: our Publications fo whi 
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